Original from




Library

of the

University of Wisconsin

PETER G. TOEPFER CHESS COLLECTION
PRESENTED BY

EMILIE C. HORN
1918

Original firom i




IN RE
hHe 418 SUI-MATE

%HlNH’.MAN

1907

Diagram A.
Black.

:".-"J...-"-.r.-'.. e
s

e
o
-
i

Peve
e P :
F .'- ; | |
’ . |
':':- P et |
e o e T
A A
o i e
# : i s
e,
E ; ? -".-j;-__*,.-"' :
& P
o i P
e s - )

White.

White to, play - hyigpdifireia te 1
ite tocpiay|@nd cqmpeldeiiimate in 5
418 moves.

g 2
s * __
| — G







AT
LSH G
T IN RE THE 418-MOVE SELF-MATE.

About sixteen years ago, while reviewing one
day the progress of the art of problem compo-
sition, and comparing the modern chess problem
with that of the old school, I fell to thinking that
the time was near at hand when the ideas which
go to make up the chess problem of .the present
day will be practically exhausted; and while
speculating on what the problem of the future
would or might be like, 1 struck a new line of
thought relating to the conception and con-
struction of chess problems and their character,
which being developed, the result thereof has
been more than satisfactory.

The fruits growing out of my efforts to give
practical illustrations of these ideas have ex-
ceeded my highest expectations, both in the
quality and gquantity of the compositions em-
bodying the principles of the new theory (if so
it may be called), which principles, briefly stated,
CDnsisF of a series of different maneuvers, each
requiring a greater or lesser number of moves.
These problems belong to a class hitherto un-
known, because of the'r unusual characteristics:
the maximum result having been attained with
the minimum of force,

The study of the development of this, so to
speak, new style of chess problems necessitated
the giving considerakle attention to the powers
and rroperties of the different pieces, their pecu-
liarities, singly and in combination, offensive and
defensive, and to the possibilities of utilizing and
developing these peculiarities and giving them
expression in a striking manner in the form of
problems. :

One of the most interesting propositions in-
volving one of these peculiarities may arise when
white h;_u-; King, Queen, Rook and one or two
nnor pieces against black King and Rook, the
black Rook being in a corner. It ds-iotia difficult
matter to determine that whiéfVihe ' RIMOkbther-
wise placed, it will be found necessary for White
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to sacrifice at least one piece to compel the seli-
mate; but when the black Rook is in the corner,
the self-mate is much more difficult of accom-
plishment; sometimes impossible, depending upon
the number of white pieces and the number of
moves of the stipulation.

One of the most important conclusions deduced
from a study of this interesting proposition is,
that white King, Queen, Rook and only one
other minor piece cannot force the self-mate -
against black King and Rook when the latter
15 in the corner!

It must not be forgotten that the “Rook in the
corner”’ proposition i1s one that cannot be properly
illustrated in a small number of moves. It is
essentially a many-move idea. There are a num-
ber of simple, elementary positions in which self-
mate can be forced—usually vnder 10 moves, but
for the most part they are entirely without value.
A perhaps notable exception is the following:

Diagram B.
Black.
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The above is the onl,; position (white having
only K, Q, R and one mninor piece) I have been
able to find. The mate can here be forced be-
cause of the weaknecs of the Pawn, which, 1n
this position, is utilized as an element of strength.

Against the black King and Rook, the latter
Eeing in a corner, there are two ways in which
White, with sufficient force, may compel the
self-mate: suppose the black Rook to occupy
a1. First, by maneuvering the white King to c8
or h3, and afterwards compelling the Rook to
canture a piece at a® of hi, Second, by forcing
the black Rook out of the corner (via the sacri-
fice of a white piece) and pinning it at the proper
moment, after which it becomes an easy matter
to compel the self-mate by the sacrifice of a
second piece.

The problem under consideration, self-mate in
418 moves (see diagram A) is one of a large
number made by me, embodying the principles
of the new theory, and is, more especially, the
outgrowth and result of the study of—and inves-
tigation into—the peculiarities of this “Rook in
the corner” 1dea.

In the diagram before us, there is, it will be
observed, an additional feature present. Another
black piece—a Snringer—has been introduced, In

other respects it 15 a regular “Rook in the cor-
ner’’ proposition.

In the construction of this problem I was gov-
erned by the following postulates:

1. White King, Queen, Rook and Bishop can-
not force black King and Rook to mate (black
Rook being in the corner).

2. White King, Queen, Rook and Bishop can-
not force black King and Springer to mate.

3. The white King must be mated on a mar-
ginal square,

It follows, therefore, that neither of the black
pieces may be captured, as hoth are absolutely
necessary to reach the result sought. I have
also concluded that;all of Blackisimioves must he
forced, 7.%e) thHere must be WYERIHHPOMeWNENries of
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checks, for, should Black at any time be given
the opportunity of a choice, one of four things
may happen: 1. Perpetual check; 2. Black may
pin or capture a white piece, thereby paralyzing
White for any further serious efforts; 3. Move
the Rook to another corner; and 4. Stand pat
with the Rook. To determine which of these
may be best for Black will depend, of course, on
the position.

My conclusion set forth in postulate 3 was ar-
rived at by a satisfactory line of reasoning in-
volving mate by discovered check, as for instance:
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Winte.

It 1s obwvious that the white King could have
reached his present position only by a series of
discovered checks; the Springer is forced to h3
hefore the final moves of the white King; lastly
the Rook is, of course, forced to h1 by the F.EIEI‘i:
ice of the white Bishop, after the Springer and
white King are placed. :

In the posing of the pieces, my first idea as
to theyeriginal positich of thyey Enshi be wiKimgn was
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to place him on a white square, remote as pos-
sible from his ultimate destination, so that it
would be possible to advance him only by
discovered checks from the Bishop. The placing
of the white King on a black square was a happy
thought and was, of course, conceived before I
discovered the analyses by which he could be
moved to a white square. Obviously now (re-
ferring to diagram A), the King, being on a
black square, 1s enabled to make his first move
only by discovered check from the Rook.*

Diagram D,
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(The Bishop may stand on ¢2 or gh.)

[ was able to force but one position (see-dia-
gram) which enables me to accomnlish this.
(The Bishop may stand on any of the squares
indicated.) To bring about this result, the black

- = S — - —

*In the searching for and final discovery of the
modus by which it is possible to 80 move the white
King the first/time, 1| was assisted9b¥ ''ifiy nephew,
Otto “Wurzbureg. LINIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
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Springer must be first stowed away where he
cannot interfere with the operations of the white
pieces. After much labor 1 concluded that g8
or h7 is the spot to which he must be forced. 1
tried b7 and b8, also hz, but could accomplish
nothing with these squares. [ finally concluded
that h7 was the easiest to reach, because to force
him to g8 would require him to occupy either
f7 or e6 on his penultimate move, seemingly an
impossibility, for, to force the Springer to an
inside black square can only be done in certain
positions; and to bring him around by way of
h2, g4, ht and g8 (assuming this possible) looks
to be a very difficult task, requiring an enormous
number of moves. 1 cannot now remember
whether the Springer can be forced to hz, but
assuming that he can, it should not be forgotten
that he must ultimately occupy h3; and to bring
him there from h2 takes time and many moves!
My opinion is that his best course is via gs,

I made the problem over ten years ago, and
have made postulates, propositions and given
conclusions largely from memory. At that time
I was familiar with many things that have now
escaped me. Some of the details may possibly
be cut down; but what of that., 1 believe the
main idea to be sound. I hope it may be, though
in the light of recent developments, there seems
to be a possibility that my conclusion “that all
of black’s mowves must be forced” may prove in-
correct, in which case, however, my idea may
be made sound by correcting the stipulation to
read: White, giving check at every move, com-
pels self-mate in 418 moves.

In the analyzing and testing of chess problems
requiring many moves for their solution, it is,
more often than otherwise, next to impossible
to secure a mathematical result. The bewildering
number of wvariations and combinations inecline
one to a sertes of personal judgments, and in
the case of a composer sounding the children
of his own fancy there are influenges,rsubtle but
none theilessy potent; 'that crewversdi OriMe@NYYious
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tendency to indulge in conclusions that coincide
with his desires; a personal wish for the success
of a given postulate insensibly inclines him to
father a cold neutrality toward the success of
an unfavorable hypothesis. Being thus psycho-
logically prejudiced by intuitive desires, the ac-
curacy of his conclusions is 11:1t11r3.11:-,r affected,
and the fruit of this condition is therefore, some-
times, the unsound or faulty chess prublem.

LINIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN



ANALYSIS.

(EXPLANATORY—The black-faced type indi-
cate Black’s moves. As most of Elack's moves are
forced, it was deemed unnecessary to give them
all. Wherever the initial letter of the moving piece
is omitted, it is the same piece as the one last
moved; in other words, the piece indicated contin-
ues moving until a change is indicated. When Black
has a choice of moves, I have given what seemed
to me to be the best defense.)

1 QeS8 ag! g8 S b3
fl oh h7 R 42
R hl R T8 Q1T Q) el
f2 Q7 R g6 R £2
Qf7 8 (W r4
g2 a7 R h6 h2
d5 R f7 h3 hi
g3 6 B db 90 B ch
g5 30 Q d7 Q gh Qd3
f3 R a6 fal all
R h3 b6 23 R hl
el! Q ad 60  d3 h2
h2 S ab el! el
dl R a6 R hl el
Qg b8! h3 Q£33
cl Q el el R g2
cd b7 el g4
10 c2 |§35] QI3 Q el
el cT R g2 B g2
fl! hi cl 100 b7
a3 a7 Q gl Q13
gl eh Bga f2
g3 das ed R g3
R hl R a8 70 Qg2 g2
Qg2 40 Q c8 d2 h5
e3 dae! e Q f7
R h3 s h2 g7
f4! c6! B 43 oh
£3 R af Q h4 =5
e5! Q@ hh g4 5
Q gh R al ed 110 R g4
ed ds B el od
g4 Qc7 bb h2
20 R £5 R {3 80 Qd3 Qf2
Q g6 Qg3 c3 el
RET he! R 42 R c?
ha! f4 a2 Bd2

a6 50 T 1S _Gagygal from
Q Ot UNIVERSTTY BF Wisconsin @ £2
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g2 b g3 » Rch
h2 B ci g4 Q bé
gd £3 g7 b5
B 8 Qe hi b4
13 R e7 S h7 ad
R c3 R hl b3
120 Q hd Q df g4! 270 K d5!
R b 170 B c7 Q) dd R c2
Q d4 a7 g5 al
R eT Q ch 27 ) el
f8 (81 220 R 11 dl
Q e7 ReT () o R 42
di Q ds R el el
a7 B hb Q) el Qd4as
£7 S g6 R e2 c3
6 R e7 Q £3 R d2
R g7 1% 6 R g‘% eq %E
130 1 B B
Q B6 180 47 h3 280 f4
o8 Q f; Q hl h2
R f5 e 230 R £3 hi
Q ef sf8 Q f1 Bed
B gh i R 2 @ d3
ds Rgl @ el
Q £5 e’ ad R hl
R gs cd R ef 3:";
140 g8 Q &1 R b6 ! e2
B eZ h5 a5 Q f3
813 R es Q £5 R g2
Q et 190 Q f6 £4 z8
h3 g3 240 B ed 290 Q2
Sh4 a0 go it g2
R h8 * __ h3 Q e4 23
g7 QY3 e2 B £3
Q 3 f4 a1 Q £t
£7 R hi K ci! Sg5
B cd Q gl a3 2 h2
g6 R 5 Q d3 S h3
Q ga e3 a2 R h8
R 38 Qe Q c2 EE
ed! d2 R b3 B ed
4 B d4d3 B ch 7
150 Q e3d 200 Q¢ 250 Q £5 QcT
ef E bl B b7 eb
R f7 Q da Q ch 200 af
as R e5 ds RhT
Qe7 e bh £7
d7 fl E ed Q=6
el Q 3 Q eh £6
i el c7 R g7
R b7 hl R b7 oh
e’ h3 bE h6
el R el G eh 2 h§
160 @ aR . ln.;,ra;: 260 B f5 s 1&;2
b 3 B ;
B'HA Q%E UNINGRBEY OF WISCONSING a6

Qb7 o2 b8 Q ds
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K ef! R bT 370 o3 cT
Q e’ R c7 d4 b&
R bt 8 Q b4 ab
B b7 Q as R b f8
s 15} R ch et Q h8
Q@ b7 Q 48 Q bhé fa
R 46 R c4 eT R da
320 ©Q 4T Qa3 Q fa 400 Q d8
e’ R c2 a7 * BI3
7 350 d2 T Q e7
6 - Qe dh R b6
g8 ba e7 B b7
R ds R c2 R eT hi
7 Q2 da 8 R c6
ol &4 Q) ed Q ds
ESH B el 280 R e7 = hg
QTh hb a6 C
Q) 8 R e2 a7 Q) a6
330 R h5 360 Q d5 Q d7 il
Q £5 cd £5 2 4
R h7 di K h6! eg
K f6! R c2 Q2 ds Q a7
K gh! i b7 o7
Q £1 Q c3 b6 ed
e b3 290 REE:’ 418 1
BE b7 R1l &
Q a6 Q b2 a7 415 MATE!
B at R £3 Q) b7
340 Q cf c4d c8
NOTES.
Move No. )
I to 33—To force the Springer to a3, for the

purpose of liberating the Bishop.

57—From now on the Bishop takes an active

part.

79—CGetting ready to check at ay, thereby forc-

ing the Springer to b3.

83—The Rook must occupy 22 to permit Bishop

to check at ag4.

84—The Springer is now forced to his original

83 to

position, and 1s the first move of his route
to his destination at hy, where he will be
out of the way and cannot interfere with
our mtentions.
e - v p 4 ] A P
R R o g rineer
S s, . ; n
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inside black square (dz2).

100—Necessary to be in position for the 118th
and 123rd moves.

136—Getting ready to check at ez, thereby ad-
vancing the Springer.

141—Forcing the Springer to {3.

143—Forcing the Springer to h4. :

144 to 166—Preparatory to forcing the Springer
to g6 by checking at hs with B.

176—Forcing the Springer to gb.

182—Forcing the Springer to 8. :

202—Necessary to create the position by which
white King can move with a discovered
check. '

217—Forcing the Springer to hjy.

245_Moving the white King to a white square.
And now, by reason of the Bishop being
on a white square, the white King 1is
enabled by discovered checks from the
Bishop to advance to hé.

262—By this maneuver white is enabled to ad-
vance his King by a discovered check
from the Rook, which is not possible
again,

271—White must now force the Springer to h3
before attempting any further progress
with his King,

205—Forcing the Springer to gs.

2g6—Forcing the Springer to h3.

318—Preparatory to moving King and checking
by discovery,

358—Preparatory to making the hnal move of
the white King by discovered check.

387—Final move of the white King.
And now white must force the black
Rook to hr by a sacrifice of the Bishop;
after which the finishing coup.

I take this occasion to make an important an-
nouncement: In the recently published volume
of chess problems, “Bauernumwandlung-Schach-
aufgaben’ (compiledohy A. ﬁ:r1|--'¥‘-'ﬁ'|1ﬁni¥’-’ﬁ---?".l-l*?h-'.|FFI“
Weiss), problem IV, on page 104, is incorrectly
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v
printed, and therefore- impossible of solution. -
The black Pawn at g3 (Black’s K S 6) should
stand on g4 (K 5 5) as‘follows:

Diagram E.
White.
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Black,
White to play and compel self-mate in
how many moves?

I consider this one of my best and most diffi-
cult Pawn-promotion problems, and will add ten
dollars to the prize already offered by Mr. White
for the first correct solution,

W. A. SHINKMAN,

Grand Rapids, Mich., December, 1907.

'y
v

LINIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
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